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Extreme Fun and Funds at the Dave Spencer Classic  
Itôs hard to believe that this event has been happening for 10 years!   It certainly is showing no signs of slowing at 
this point.  Thanks to the hard work of event coordinator, Karen Esser, the 10

th
 annual Ski Classic was our biggest 

and arguably best yet.  The community has embraced this event full-force and the weather and snow conditions 
were surely on our side.  The headline of our fall newsletter read ñLet it Snow, Let it Snowéò and it certainly did 
just that for December, January and February.  Fortunately, the snow gods stepped back to make room for a week 
of full sunshine during this yearôs midwinter fundraiser.  Thirty teams and eight corporate sponsors reached out to 
friends, family, neighbors and co-workers to raise more than $64,000 (gross) for ASA programs!  From a financial 
standpoint, this was ASAôs most successful event in our 25 year history.  Just as important was the ñfun quotientò.  
Costumes were plentiful, colorful and creative on the slopes of Purgatory on March 1

st
.  One thing is for sure, folks 

involved with ASA and this event know how to have a good time.  Of course, a huge thanks to the amazing crew at 
Durango Mountain Resort who bent over backwards to accommodate ASA not only with the many aspects of this 
event, but all winter long. Be sure to check out some of the race photos taken by  
Thru The Lens on:  www.durangophotography.com    
At the site, go to [View Your Photos] then select [Dave Spencer Race] dated 03/01/08 

Donôt forget to fill out and return the 2008 Ballot in this newsletter! 

http://www.durangophotography.com/


 

ASA  Updates 

A Winter to Rememberé 
 

What a fantastic winter all around!! We got off to a bit of a late start, but once the snow started coming, it 
just wouldnôt stop! In the midst of one of the greatest winters that Durango Mountain Resort has seen in re-

cent years, ASA ran its 24th winter jam packed full of all types of adaptive ski and snowboard lessons for 

folks with disabilities. Much to the delight of ASA volunteers, Ann Marie Meighan and Allyssum Stenson 

very successfully joined forces at the helm of the winter program. Highlights included new week-long schol-

arship groups from Madison, WI and the kick off to the Dave Spencer Scholarship program. We also hosted 

quite a few folks through the Torrey Pines Kiwanis Scholarship, the New      Dimensions program, the Veter-

ans/Wounded Warriors Scholarship  and Alcon Labs Visually Impaired Ski Initiative! Combine these partici-

pants with our locals from area schools, disability organizations and Special Olympics and you have one full 

house!!  Some days it felt as if the Dave Spencer Center was  

exploding at the seams. 

Thanks to all who gave their time, homes, resources and enthusiasm! You folks truly make it happen! Plans 

are already under way for next season and we hope to see you all when the snow starts to fall, or better yet, 
join us for some summer activities! 

Summer  Program  2008 
       Splashinô into Summer  
 

 

As we finish wrapping up the winter season we are rapidly 

shifting our focus to our summer program! Last summer we were able to run ñtest activitiesò such as 

rock climbing and overnight camping. The response was so great that these activities will join old favor-

ites such as rafting, kayaking, canoeing, fishing and hiking as regular activities for the ó08 summer!  

We are also adding a cycling component to our program offerings; be on the look out for us cruising the 

River Trail with some unique bikes, trikes and tandems! Multi-day camping/boating trips are also on the 

calendar. We are very excited about the addition of a weeklong summer scholarship program; the 

ñDurango Summer Samplerò. Funded by a grant from the Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation, this     

program will bring in 5 folks with some level of paralysis, to enjoy a ñsamplerò of all the fantastic rec-

reational opportunities Durango has to offer! Send in your scholarship application 

(www.asadurango.com) today! Great things are happening at ASA; we look forward to this summer 

with all of the fantastic additions to our existing programming! If you or someone you know is inter-

ested in joining us for some fun in the sun, give us a call and weôll get you involved!  

Summer Volunteer Training!   

              Call 970-259-0374or email info@asadurango.com to reserve your spot!                     

Canoe and KayakðMay 20th or June 2nd                   RaftingðMay 21st or June 4th 

http://www.asadurango.com/



