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Adap t i v e  Spo r t s  Ass oc ia t i o n  

The mission of      
Adaptive  Sports Assn 

is to provide outdoor, 
sport and recreational  
experiences for people 
with disabilities.  These 
activities are provided 

regardless of individual 
financial limitations and 

create a fun, safe      
atmosphere for learning 

and enhanced           

self -esteem.  

The 2008-2009 season finds  
Adaptive Sports Association (ASA) 

celebrating a silver anniversary. 
The past 25 years have been 
marked by inspiration, perspira-
tion, dedication and an enduring 
faith that each new year will bring 
new possibilities and continued 
success.  Dave Spencer, the driv-
ing force behind ASA, lost a leg to 
cancer while in college in Wiscon-
sin.  He was encouraged to return 
to skiing as part of his rehabilita-
tion program.  ñWhen I discovered 
I could ski, I suddenly had the 
feeling I could accomplish any-
thing I wanted,ò Spencer said.  He 
secured a part time position with 
Purgatoryôs ski school and after 
teaching another amputee, 
Spencer began dreaming of a full-
fledged handicapped ski program.  
Joe Wilson, a veteran ski instruc-
tor in traditional ski school, was 
managing a small program for 
handicapped skiers at Purgatory 
assisting blind skiers.  It was a 
turning point.  The Durango/
Purgatory Handicapped Sports 
Association (DPASA) was offi-
cially formed in July, 1983.  In the 
1st season, the association pro-
vided instruction for 177 individu-
als with only 15 volunteers.  In 
March of 1984, Spencer qualified 
for the National Handicapped Ski 
Championships and his love of 
competition led to numerous ñski 
raceò fund raising ventures in 

collaboration with the National 
Football League Playersô Asso-
ciation and the Ken Stabler 
Foundation.  Local sponsors of 
those first events, such as Coca 
Cola and Coors, are still sup-
porting ASA through the Dave 
Spencer Ski Classic.  In 1984, 
DPASA sponsored the Area XII 
Winter Special Olympics.  After 
25 years, ASA continues to look 
forward to these days of compe-
tition and camaraderie.  Two 
years later, Lana Jo Chapin, a 
former volunteer ski instructor, 
won a gold and a bronze at the 
World Championships for Dis-
abled Skiers.  DPASA had one 
paid employee, 22 volunteers 
and served 250 individuals.  
Unfortunately, that same year, 
Spencer died of cancer and the 
old log cabin was named the 
Dave Spencer Center.  As Dave 
liked to say, ñBeing handi-
capped is not a spectator sport.ò   
As the years rolled by, Purga-
tory Ski Area became Durango 
Mountain Resort and all the lifts 
got names instead of numbers.  
The Durango/Purgatory Handi-
capped Sports Association 
became the Adaptive Sports 
Association.  The old log cabin 
still stands but plans are in the 
works for a new facility.  Instruc-
tor jackets went from red to 
white to purple/black and back 
to red.  The family atmosphere 

has not changed.  In 1998, a sum-
mer program was added just as 
Spencer had hoped.  Activities 
currently include:  rafting, kayak-
ing, canoeing, bicycling and over-
night camping.  After a quarter of 
a century, ASA continues to have 
an alliance with the Torrey Pines 
Kiwanis.  Additional scholarship 
and grant support has grown.  
New partnerships include the 
Madison Kiwanis, the Alcon Foun-
dation, MS Focus, New Dimen-
sions (private funding) and a new 
amputee program, the Dave 
Spencer Scholarship (private 
funding).  The immediate past has 
seen increased participation by 
veterans supported by the 
Wounded Warrior Project and 
generous individuals.  ASA also 
provides sport and recreation 
activities for special education 
classes within the local school 
district and continues to train  
Special Olympics athletes.  Indi-
vidual, corporate and group sup-
port is remarkable for a commu-
nity the size of Durango.  In 2008-
2009, the Adaptive Sports Asso-
ciation served 470 individuals  
with the help 172 active volun-
teers and state-of-the-art equip-
ment.  As Dave once said, ñOur 
goal is to get our clients out on  
the slopes (out-of-doors) with 
friends and family and personalize 
the instruction (experience).ò  

Daveõs  vision  at  25 years 

Fall 2008 

Former  ASA  Student Takes  Aim  at  2010 Paralympics  

    As ASA celebrates its 25th      
anniversary, we find ourselves 
looking to the future while reflect-
ing on our past.  One of ASAôs 
earliest success stories was Mary 
Riddell.  She was born without a 
lower right leg due to circulatory 
problems.  At age 4, Mary came 
to ASA to learn to ski.  But she did 
more than just learn to ski.  Under 
the coaching of ASA founding 
board member and paralympian 
Lana Jo Chapin, Mary went on to 
qualify for the US Disabled Ski 

Team at 13 years old and win the 
overall World Cup title by the time 
she was 19.  She later won numer-
ous National, World Cup, World 
Championship and Paralympic 
medals. After several years away 
from competitive skiing, Mary is 
making a comeback to ski racing.  
Her goal is to represent the U.S. at 
the 2010 Paralympics in Vancou-
ver.  "The Race For Gold Project" 
is a grassroots fundraising cam-
paign where Mary's global commu-
nity of family and friends can help 

her achieve this goal.    

Check out the website, 
www.theraceforgoldproject.com 
to follow her progress and her 
unique way of giving back to her 
supporters.  Mary is offering a 
limited edition Mary Riddell Fine 
Art Print by Durango artist and 
long time ASA supporter, Carrie 
Cline as a way to give back to 
her supporters. 

http://www.theraceforgoldproject.com/


  

25 years and counting, volunteers are what keep our    
program going!  We truly couldnôt do it without them; we 
just want to thank all of our past, present and future      
volunteers for all they do!!!  If you are looking to join us 
this winter as a returning or new volunteer, sign up now for 
our training sessions.  The schedule is posted on our  

website at   www.asadurango.com  

 

was an adventure that was not only 
life changing for the participants but 
an exciting opportunity for us to share 
our program with a new crowd. 

This was an exciting first for Adaptive 
Sports thanks to the Christopher & 
Dana Reeve Foundation.  We had the 
opportunity this summer to bring 5 
people with physical disabilities to 
Durango from around the country to 
participate in a few of the activities we 
offer.  The participants learned to fly 
fish thanks to Don Oliver!  A raft trip 
down the Colorado River near Moab 
included camping, kayaking, and fish-
ing, all while enjoying the views of the 
most beautiful red rocks!  Truly, this 

Summer 2008!  

Summer has come to a close, and 
what a spectacular season it has 
been!  This summer we ran old  
favorites such as whitewater rafting 
down the Animas and flat-water 
canoeing and kayaking on area 
lakes and reservoirs.  The Animas 
River reached some high levels this 
season. We also had a summer of 
firsts!   We added biking  to our  
program.  What a hit this was for 
our locals!  Some of our participants 
had never biked before this summer 
and we were truly grateful to share 
that first time experience with them!  
We also camped 5 times this    

summer with our locals.  In that 
natural environment each of them 
had the opportunity to become 
more independent and take a     
vacation from their usual world.   
What a good time we had!  We 
canôt wait for next summer! 

Our 1st òSummer Sampleró Scholarship Program 

New Bikes & Trikes are a Highlight  
of  ASAõs Summer Activities! 

The  more  you  lose  yourself  in  something  bigger  than  yourself,  the  more  energy  you  will  have.   
           Norman Vincent Peale  

PAGE 2  VOLUME 25 ISSUE 2 

òThis honestly was the 

biggest self-esteem boost I 

have had since my 

accident.!ó 

òOur community 

is so fortunate 

to have people 

with your 

dedication.ó 

 

Volunteers are Awesome  



Here at the Adaptive Sportsô in town office, we are working on installing our new database.  The software 
is Total Info, especially designed for nonprofit organizations.  This is a unique program combining several 
different applications into one simple, (hopefully) easy-to-use package.  This new system will allow us to 
update all group information such as membership, volunteers, event attendees, and program participants 
along with other valuable information.  We plan better communication with improved mailing and emailing 
lists.  Transaction information as well as funding and grant management will be easily accessible.   

If you have changes in your contact information that will help us update records, please call the office at      
259-0374 or email info@asadurango.com.  Thanks in advance for your patience while we go through this 
process! 

ASAõs  New  Database 

As the Adaptive Sports Association 
is celebrating its 25

th
 anniversary 

this winter season, we couldnôt be 
more excited to offer a jam-packed 
schedule for individuals with       
disabilities from the Durango area 
and around the country!  Winter is 
quickly approaching; weôre gearing 
up for opening day on Thanksgiv-
ing.  This season we will once again 
be hosting Special Olympics train-
ing groups from Durango, as well 
as the annual Special Olympics 
Area Games.  We will also be host-
ing numerous school groups from 
around the four corners area.  This 
school group program allows local 
classrooms to partner with ASA to 
offer a unique opportunity to our 
local, school aged participants.  We 

will also be hosting a variety of  
destination scholarship programs 
once again this winter.  Our upcom-
ing season looks to be one of the 
most action-packed yet!  If you or 
someone you know would like to 
join in on  the fun, either as a     
participant or as a volunteer, please 
contact our mountain office at  

 (970)-385-2163!  

Think Snow !  

 

Winter  Staff  Headliners  

Looking ahead to Winter!  

tech we could ever have!  This year 
we are happy to add 2 new instruc-
tors to our program.  Blair Ruder  
will be joining us from Sun Valley 
Adaptive where she specialized in 
Visually Impaired clients.  And Glen 
Harrison,  a long time friend of 
Adaptive Sports and monoskier ex-
tradinaire who will be here for our 
busy scholarship season.  Looking 
forward to her first winter working 
with ASA is Lee Hagar , our  man-

ager at the town office.  She has 
survived the summerôs numerous 
raft shuttle trips and the rush of the 
Harvest Gala coordination.  Many 
upcoming projects,  including a new 
web page and the new database 
will keep her busy.  The anticipation 
of some great ski days to meet   
volunteers and clients keeps her 
smiling! :) 

What a great way to start our 25
th
 

season.  We canôt wait! 

Ann Marie and Allyssum are very 
excited to return as fearless part-
ners and leaders again this winter.  
We are also delighted to have      
Ed Small  and Michael Cote  return-
ing as our tenured mono-bi instruc-
tors.  We are so fortunate to have 
them back again as they are truly        
talented individuals!  The great 
Shawn  Glasco  will be returning 
too!  Not only is he the fastest skier 
on the mountain but the best ski 
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return it with your check or credit card 
information. If you have any hard-to-
buy-for folks on your holiday gift list, 
how about a 
membership do-
nation to ASA in 
their name?  It 
would be tough to 
find a more 
meaningful gift.   

Please complete the membership 
form on the last page.  Thanks for 
your support! 

As you can easily see by skimming 
the rest of the newsletter, we have a 
lot going on at ASA.  Weôre all looking 
forward to a busy and productive  
winter season.  The impact of our 
programming will certainly be signifi-
cant and widespread.  But we need 
your help.  Please consider making 
an annual contribution to the Adaptive 
Sports Association before the end of 
the tax year.  Simply tear out and 
complete the donation form and    

The tremendous success of the 24 
year old Torrey Pines Kiwanis 
Scholarship program has blos-
somed into a broad range of ñlearn 
to skiò scholarships.  This fall we 
are busy rounding up applicants for 
seven different winter scholarship 
programs geared toward a wide 
variety of folks with disabilities.  
Scholarship recipients typically 
spend 5 days in Durango staying 
with volunteer host 
homes or at local  
hotels.  They partici-
pate in 4 consecutive 
days of adaptive ski 
instruction.  Meals, 
airfare and ground 
transportation are all 
included.  Evening 
social activities en-
courage camaraderie, 

socialization and often lasting 
friendships.   

-The Wounded Warriors Project  
for veterans injured in Iraq or Afghani-
stan   

-Veterans Scholarship for injured 

military veterans from any conflict  

-New Dimensions  is currently     

focused on individuals with Multiple 
Sclerosis from around the country  

-The Alcon Scholarship  
for individuals (primarily vet-
erans) with blindness or sig-
nificant sight loss. 

-The Torrey Pines       
Kiwanis Scholarship  
bringing adults with all types 
of physical disabilities from 

the San Diego, CA area  

-The Madison West Scholarship 
for individuals with physical disabilities 
from the Madison, Wisconsin area.   

-Dave Spencer Memorial Scholar-
ship  for individuals with limb loss, 
threat of limb loss and/or cancer 

You can help us by ñspreading the 
wordò of these no-cost opportunities 
to friends, family members,           
co-workers or others with physical 
disabilities.   

The applications are available on 
our website: www.asadurango.com              
or by contacting our office         
(970) 259-0374 or via e-mail: 
info@asadurango.com.            
Scholarship Application Deadline is 

December 15, 2008.  

ble.  The donation of the car-
pet installation came from 

Brad and Randy Johnson . 

A crew of community members      
have been pitching in by    
painting walls and benches, 
transporting materials, water 

A very special thank you goes out 
to Rodney Cross at Task Masters 
of Southwest Colorado for his 
very generous donation of brand 
new carpeting for our winter       
program facility at DMR.  Also 
thanks to Barry Mason  for making 
the 2

nd
 phase of that project possi-

sealing the deck,  new storage 
cubbies and shelves (from the 
Durango Assn of Realtors ) 
and a new front door  (from Bill 
Millener) .  The building is look-
ing and smelling better than it 
has in years thanks to this won-
derful support.   

Our  Programming  Depends  on  your  Donations  

Winter  Scholarship  Programs  Continue 

Sprucing  up  the  Building!  
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ñThank you doesnôt seem to be the right word to 

express my feelings for the most incredible experience 

of my life.  I went into this venture a little cautious and 

scared and came out of it with the gusto for life I thought 

had vanished in the 4 years since my diagnosis.ò     

Ski group ready to cruise! 

http://www.asadurango.com/
mailto:info@asadurango.com

